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Chapel of Our Merciful Savior 


The wafer lies on the altar. The chalice stands there. Un- 
leavened bread, baked in a special form, wine in a cup—tha* is 
What we see in Holy Communion. 

But we use this bread and this wine in accordance with a 
divine command. We do in remembrance of our Lord what He 
did in the night of His betrayal. We chant the Communion liturgy 
and so declare that the bread and the wine are set apart for a 
holy purpose. 


And somehow a miracle happens. Ordinary bread and wine 
become the bearers of Christ’s body and blood. Through this 
earthly food there is transmitted to us heavenly food. What ordi- 
narily nourishes and strengthens our bodies now nourishes and 
strengthens our souls. 


We cannot explain this mystery. We do not try to explain 
it. We are interested not so much in explanations as we are in 
the fact. And that is definitely established. The command “This 
do” includes the promise that what we do will be a repetition of 
what He did. The cup of blessing which we bless is the com- 
munion of the blood of Christ. The bread which we break is 
the communion of the body of Christ. 

So He comes to us, this gracious Lord and Savior of ours, comes 
to us in a manner most mysterious and wonderful, comes to us in 
a way that is unequaled here on earth. The Creator deigns to 
dwell with His creatures, the Holy One with sinful men and 
women. His presence cleanses. His presence strengthens. It gives 
peace and joy and courage. 

A gift so great, with blessings so innumerable, demands fre- 
quent and grateful use. 

Ever satisfy Thou my longing for Thee by Thy wonderful com- 
ing in the Sacrament. Amen. 
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A Chought on Pentecost 


The lack of consideration given to the spiritual basis of Chris- 
tianity is revealed in the observation that the feast of Pentecost has 
faded so much from the minds of Christians of today. Those who 
know about Pentecost usually have the impression that fifty days 
after Easter we celebrate another feast, commemorating the de- 
scent of the Holy Ghost upon the apostles. It escapes their mind 
that there is an essential connection between Pentecost and Easter 
and that Pentecost is nothing but the fulfilment of Easter. One 
reason why Pentecost became isolated is to be found in the fact, 
that the idea of the “blessed fifty days” after Easter as constitut- 
ing one continuous feast, is entirely lost. The ancient Church cele- 
brated these fifty days as a symbol of the new age and of its 
eternal joys secured to us by the resurrection of Christ. Nobody 
was allowed to kneel down, but all the prayers were to be said 
standing, to pay tribute to the resurrection of the Lord, neither 
was anybody allowed to fast during these days. 

If the blessed fifty days are celebrated as one feast, Pentecost 
is not a new feast, but rather the conclusion of Easter, as is more- 
over indicated in the words of the epistle of Whitsunday: “When 
the days of Pentecost were accomplished, they were ali together 
in one place.” (From Orat. Fr. May, 1940). 


Remarks on the Eucharistic Service of the 
Lutheran Church 


3-) The Preparation (Confiteor-Confession): It is true what 
the late Bishop Ostenfeld said in a group of friends while visit- 
ing at Eben-Ezer many years ago. The conversation was on 
Christian Unity and the bishop said: It can generally be agreed 
among Christians—no matter what their particular color—that at 
no time and in no place is a Christian nearer to God or God to 
him than at the Holy Communion. On this all will agree. These 
words by the beloved bishop probably express the common ex- 
perience of Christian men and women—even where they are not 
able to kneel at the same Altar. 

This consciousness has from the very days of the apostles made 
the great service of the Christian church a very solemn and holy 
act, a drawing nigh to God by the child of grace. How natural, 
therefore, that he comes before the Divine Presence in the Only 
Name—that of the Triune God and that his first act is to bow his 
knee, confess his sin, and be reassured of the grace of God. Thus 
the Confession, while not a part of the service proper, has attained 
so close a connection with the Eucharist itself as often to be con- 
ceived of as an integral part of it. The Confession precedes the 
Roman Mass and dates back to somewhere in the earlier middle 
ages. It is there made by the officiating priest and his assistant 


at the Altar (the server or Altar boy who is supposed to repre- 
sent the congregation). 
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In the entire revision of the Communion Service the Lutheran 
fathers truly proved themselves as Reformers and not Revolu- 
tionaries. There was in those stormy ages considerable vacillation 
with reference to the retention or rejection of the Confession. To 
understand this it shou'd here be born in mind that the Luth- 
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Dinner in the Open at the “Retreat-House” 


eran Church not only recognized Private Confession for Com- 
municants, but took it over from pre-reformation days as the 
right and proper preparation for receiving the Holy Communion. 
In Denmark the confession preceding the service was for some 
length of time considered the celebrant’s preparation and was 
made while the congregation sang a hymn—even as it may be 
seen at present in the Catholic branch of the Anglican Church. 
In Germany a number of church-orders rejected it while others 
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retained it and so it has remained to the present day in various 
parts of the Lutheran Church. The great—if not the greatest 
Lutheran liturgist and founder of the famous Deaconess-Mother- 
house at Neundettlesau, Loehe, retained it in the Service which 
he prepared for that institution and almost literally it was taken 
from there to be made a part of the Common Service as we know 
it among us. But with Loehe as later in the Common Service 
there is a wide difference between the Confession of Pre-Refor- 
mation days and the one adopted. It was no longer the prepara- 
tion for the celebrant only but for the entire congregation. It 
became a corporate act of the believers gathered. This became 
so much more natural as the private confession had shrunk to 
become more a statement on paper than a practice of the Church. 
There is—in the evangelical form of the Confession a fitness about 
it which grips. It will hardly in its present form be a hindrance 
to the restoration of the earlier and truer practice of private con- 
fession, neither will it becloud the festive approach in the Introit 
to God. Of course, such considerations are eliminated when the 
confessional service is at an earlier hour or at another time. The 
patriarch of the Danish Inner Mission, Wilhelm Beck, always had 
his confessional services on Saturday afternoon. But—consider- 
ing all angles— the present confessional portion of the Common 
Service is now essentially a part of it. There is,—after all—only 
one way of approach to God and it is that of the penitent con- 
fessing his sins and, with the renewed assurance of sins forgiven, 
there is also the renewed sense of deliverance from the burdens 
of past defeats as well as a deepened sense of the mercies of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, and this fills the heart of the true dis- 
ciple with thanksgiving and praise. 


Che Canon of the Lutheran Church 
in India 

A pastor in the U.L.C. sends us the following copy stating 
that it has been used in his church for the past two years and 
that he intends to continue its use since it. contains important 
elements now lacking in The Common Service. We print it here 
that friends of the Liturgy may see how far the mission church 
in India is ahead of the home church in this respect. 

The PREFACE is that of the Common Service. Then follows 
the THRICE HOLY as with us. Then: 

It is truly meet and right, fitting and due, to praise Thee, to 
hymn Thee, to bless Thee, to worship Thee, to give thanks to 
Thee; Therefore we also with this blessed Host cry aloud and say: 
Holy art Thou, O God, Thou and Thine Only-Begotten Son and 
Thy Holy Spirit. Holy art Thou, and great is the Majesty of Thy 
glory, O Father and Lover of men, Who didst so love the world 
as to give Thy Only-Begotten Son that whosoever believeth in 
Him might not perish, but have everlasting life, Who having come 
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into the world and having fulfilled for us Thy Holy Will, and 
being obedient unto the end, 
In the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when 
He had given thanks, He brake it and gave it to His disciples, say- 
ing: TAKE, EAT; THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH IS GIVEN FOR 
YOU; THIS DO IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. After the same 
{ manner also, when He had supped, He took the cup, and when 
He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: DRINK YE ALL 
OF IT; THIS CUP IS THE NEW TESTAMENT IN MY BLOOD, 
WHICH IS SHED FOR YOU AND FOR MANY, FOR THE RE- 
MISSION OF SINS; THIS DO, AS OFT AS YE DRINK IT, IN 
REMEMBRANCE OF ME. 

Therefore remembering His salutary precept, and all that He 
endured to us: His passion and death, His resurrection and ascen- 
sion, His session on the right hand and His glorious coming again, 
we give thanks to Thee, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought, 
but as we are able, and we offer to Thee according to His institu- 
tion these Thy gifts of bread and wine, giving thanks to Thee 
through Him that Thou hast deemed us worthy to stand before 
Thee, celebrating and making the Memorial which Thy Son hath 
willed us to make; And we beseech Thee: Send down Thy Holy 
Spirit upon us and and upon these gifts here before Thee, that 
according to the Word of Thy dear Son they may be sanctified 
and blessed; that in this bread and wine we may worthily receive 
the Body of Christ and His Precious Blood; that in true faith and 
with contrite hearts we may eat and drink thereof to the remis- 
sion of sins, and be sanctified in soul and body; that we may be 
one body and one spirit and may have our portion with all Thy 
saints who have been well-pleasing unto Thee; through Christ 
our Lord, Taught by Whose salutary precepts and following Whose 
Divine command we make bold to say: Our Father....But deliver 
us from evil. Amen. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from all evil, both the past, the present, 
and that which may come; grant us gracious peace in our days, 
that in all things Thy Holy Name may be hallowed, praised and 
blessed, for to Thee is due all glory, worship and adoration, O 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost now and evermore. Amen. 

The Peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen. 

Then follows the: O Christ, Thou Lamb, etc. 

Then the DISTRIBUTION. 

Then the Lord, now lettest, etc. 


Then the Versicle and: 


We thank Thee, O Father, for the holy vine of Thy servant 

} David, which Thou hast made known to us through Jesus Thy Son: 
Thine be the glory for ever and ever. We thank Thee, O Father, 

i for the life and knowledge which Thou hast made known to us 
| | through Jesus Thy Son: Thine be the glory for ever and ever. As 
this Bread which was broken was scattered upon the mountains 
and being gathered together became one, so may Thy Church 
be gathered from the ends of the earth into Thy Kingdom; for 
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Thine is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 

Bless we the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee. 

The Lord make His face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto 
thee. The Lord lift up His countenance upon thee, and give thee 
peace, in the Name of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 


The Vaiquage of the Church 


A priest in the established church in Denmark calls, in the 
“Christian Daily,” attention to the above. He says: there are two 
languages in the Church: the theological—the Church’s technical 
language, and the practical—the language of worship. The first 
belongs among theologians and at the university; but the man 
from the street has a right to demand that the priest translates 
his theology. The second language, therefore, is the Gospel pro- 
claimed in the plain, simple language of the mother-tongue. 

But even then there still remains something of this that the 
Church still has its own language in the sermon (and worship) 
because the preacher is bound by the revealed Word in Scripture. 

Therefore: He who wants to hear the Word unto faith, must 
himself work with the Word. Just as he, who wants to have an 
intelligent understanding of sports, must himself learn the language 
of the sports—so must also he, who wants to be truly benefitted 
by the Word in sermon (and worship), learn the language of the 
Church. He must himself do a work to grasp the conception of 
the Bible: sin grace, salvation, perdition, etc. This, too, is in har- 
mony with the way of Jesus. He did not mean to put fried pigeons 
into the mouth of His listeners when He spoke in parables. He 
put them to work—interpreting the parables. (So far the Dan- 
ish priest).— 

These remarks revived what has often been in our mind: The 
language of the Church. For long years we have looked upon 
the larger and continual number of efforts to popularize the lan- 
guage of Scripture as unfortunate. One rendering had hardly 
become familiar before an “improved” one was offered, and the 
result, as far a sthe ordinary church-member is concerned, has 
been an almost complete lack of real, practical (memorized) famil- 
iarity with Scripture passages—which can be of unspeakable im- 
portance in daily life. 

Referring to a similar matter some one said once: If there is 
any desire, the effort to understand will be willingly undertaken 
but if there is not, all kinds of efforts to elucidate will be of little 
avail. This applies well to Holy Scripture. It has been a for- 
tune for the English speaking devotional world that the old King 
James’ Version for so long has been and still remains the most 
used translation for devotional (not critical) use. The serious 
thinking Christian takes no offence (while the trifler may) of 
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the quaint expressions here and there. He will get their real 
meaning and the constant use of these same words and unchanged 


: passages impress themselves on mind and heart—thus becoming 
| a permanent possession. 

| As it is with Holy Writ so it is with the Church’s Prayer-Life. 

| as expressed in The Hour of Prayer. From time to time, one hears 


the remark that the regulated devotional life of the Church is 
too complicated, one cannot understand it. It may seem so but it 
is not so. Any one, who really desires to enter into the Church’s 
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afternoon at the “Retreat-House” 
prayer-life, will readily make the effort needed to understand 
it in order to be able to join with the multitudes who through 
the ages and in all lands throughout the world—separate—yet 
unitedly—lift up their hands in the common daily observance 
of the Hour of Prayer. Where this will is present, the apparent 
difficulties will vanish away and a new, rich, satisfying source of 
comfort will open to the “doer.” 
: It is not possible to understand the Word of God without a per- 
| sonal, individual effort. Neither is it possible to enter the Church’s 
regulated prayer-life without a sincere effort and desire to be- 
\ come a member of that great body of men and women through- 
out the Church who, day by day, year in and year out, join in 
ij the same adoration, praise, thanksgiving and supplication. 
| If—on the other hand—there is but a trifling desire to live the 
prayer-life of the Church, the seeming hindrances will mean little 
| —for such an one will neither start nor continue whether it be 
so or so—. 
Those, who for years have partaken in that prayer-life which 
has been sustained within the Christian Church will not be with- 
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out it for the sense of fellowship, the peace, the composure, and 
renewal it brings to heart and mind. The Church’s language has 
long since become theirs and they do not shun the effort to enter 
still deeper into its blessed atmosphere. It is a happy obligation 
undertaken by religious brother- and sisterhoods as well as their 
various associates and large numbers of individual Christians 
throughout the world—to daily maintain the prayer-life of the 
Church of God. May the groups ever increase, and may God pre- 
vent rationalizing and secularizing tendencies from choking this 
breath of the Spirit. 


Che Conununion of Saints 
(July—August) 

July 2, The Visitation of St. Mary. There is a peculiar beauty 
and fitting solemnity about the meeting of Elizabeth and the 
Mother of Jesus commemorated by this feast. From childhood to 
old age, the account of this meeting never loses its charm. Here, 
too, is the origin of the Church’s great Vesper hymn: The Magni- 
ficat. 

July 4th St. Martin of Tours, Bishop and Confessor. He is ever 
remembered as the great missionary and pioneer of Western 
monasticism. His was a life-long dedication. He was consecrated 
bishop July 4, 371 or 2. He died Nov. 11, 397 (400). Luther was 
born on this date and was, therefore called Martin. 

July 19, St. Vincent de Paul, he will ever be remembered as 
the great example of unselfish devotion, as the founder of modern 
charities, of the Society of Mission Priests, and of the Order of 
the Sisters of St. Vincent, which latter served as a model for Flied- 
ner when he first developed the Motherhouse idea. 

July 25, St. James the Elder, Apostle and brother of John. He 
was the first of the apostles to, give his life for his faith. 14 years 
after the Lord had said to him: “Ye shall, indeed, drink of the 
cup, ete. (Mark 10:39) they were fulfilled upon him. 

Aug. 6, The Transfiguration of Our Lord. The Common Ser- 
vice appoints the last Sunday in Epiphany for the celebration of 
this feast; but an increasing number of churches are celebrating 
it on Aug. 6th, the traditional day. The origin of this feast is 
some time in the fourth century when it began to be observed in 
the East. It is not mentioned in the West before 850 and it was 
for a long time celebrated on different dates in different localities. 
For instance: in Gaul and England on July 27; at Meissen, Ger- 
many, March 17, and at Halberstadt, Germany, Sept. 3, ete. In 
1456 it was fixed at Aug. 6, in memory of a victory over the Turks. 
It is a commemoration of the manifestation of divine glory being 
the culminating point as the Ascension is the end. 

Aug. 10, St. Lawrence, Deacon and Martyr. He is one—perhaps 
the most famous one—of many martyrs. In 258 the Emperor, 
Valerian, ordered the execution of all the clergy in Rome. The 
bishop and most of the others died before St. Lawrence. He be- 
came, in later ages, a famous saint and in various countries a large 
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number of churches are dedicated to his honor—especially churches 
near the ocean—. 

Aug. 24, St. Bartholomew (Nathanael?) is unknown beyond the 
three Gospel-lists. His field of labor also is quite uncertain. Tra- 
dition points toward the East—maybe Armenia or those regions. 
He is another of the apostles who labored and died—an unknown 
with the multitude of unknown ones and how many are they from 
the days of the apostles and to the one disciple last buried. One 
thing is important: that we serve before Him in sincerity and then 
let us rejoice that our names are written in the Book of Life. 

Aug. 28, Bishop Augustin of Hippo, Bishop, Confessor, Teacher. 
His life is unfolded in documents of unrivalled richness, and of 
no great character of ancient times have we information compar- 
able to that contained in his Confession. He died Aug. 28, 430. 


rom the Mountainsive 


Ever since returning from the West the last days in March we 
have been blessed with lovely weather. The spring has been un- 
usual. From the end of February or the beginning of March the 
tiny alpine flowers begin to make their appearance and then con- 
tinue right along. Of course, summer in the Rockies comes late 
on account of the high altitudes. Here at Evergreen (7200 ft. 
above sea level) the lilacs are just now, the first half of June, in 
their full beauty; so are the Irises and soon the peonies will be 
in their glory. 

People from many quarters of the country are coming to the 
high altitudes of Colorado every year in order to escape the heat, 
the hay-fever, the asthma, etc. For all such the high Rockies are 
a Mecca. Many others come to spend vacations in quiet retire- 
ment and there are lovely places for this purpose—only the ex- 
pense at most of them exceed the means of many who still so 
sorely need to get away from the daily grind. Others, again seek 
a place of religious quiet with rest for body and soul,—all need 
the last whether they realize it or not and here is where Chris- 
tian Charity again finds its field of service. “Eben-Ezer -In-The- 
Pines” has for the past twenty years rendered some little service 
in this respect, and many happy hours have here been spent in 
quiet exchange of thoughts on common ideals, hopes, and various 
interests which all have been for mutual benefit. 

And there are the letters. We are thankful for the letters. Just 
now we are again looking over one from a clergyman in the 
Missouri Synod. He writes among other things: “Are you ac- 
quainted with the following adaptation of the medieval Embolism: 
“Deliver us, O Lord, from all evils, past, present, and to come; 
and forasmuch as there is interceding for us Thy Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, mercifully grant peace in our times, that, being 
delivered from every bond of sin, we may evermore be safe against 
all disquiet; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, Who— ” 


With every good Easter-tide wish I am Yours in the risen Christ 
A.P.C. 


24 
of 


From fellow-Christicns near and far come reminders that the 
study of the Church’s greaisst act of worship is not lessening but 


continually increasing. This interest is deep in the heart of many 
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individual Christians. Each does his bit and makes his contribu- 
tion. For is it not so that in the school of life much—also of so- 
called religious matters—loses its interest—but one thing remains: 
the Altar. It matters not whether it be that of the far famed 
cathedral or the humble way-side chapel for it is the silent repre- 
sentative of the One Great Altar on Calvary. At the foot of the 
Altar, the pilgrim gratefully bows his knee for there is satisfaction, 
there is peace, there is God. 

In this connection we quote a few paragraphs of a letter from 
a pastor in the U.L.C.: Dear Fr. Madsen:- Your letter..was deeply 
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appreciated. The pressure of parish work kept me from answer- 
ing it before this. In fact, this letter is being written fifteen min- 
uts before midnight! But now that all the plans for the services 
are completed...., I find a few minutes, at the close of what has 
been a busy day of sixteen hours of steady work, to relax and 
write a letter that should have been written a month ago. 

I received my copy of “Una Sancta” today. Alleluja! I am 
enclosing a dollar for my subscription. I wish I could make a lar- 
ger contribution...., but it is impossible just now. Of course, I 
could not find your name in the publication (may be I didn’t look 
close enough) but I read between the lines and felt sure that your 
fine spirit was there. 

in your letter you requested me to continue to send you items 
which I thought would be of interest to you. No doubt Sister 
Lillian Robinson and Sister Ada Alberg told you some things about 
the services at Zion’s, East Pikeland. but there are a couple of late 
developments. For the past two ».ars we have been using the 
liturgy of the Lutheran Church India at our 8:30 Eucharists 
every Sunday morning and have goiten to be quite pleased with 
the Canon contained therein, so I have decided to use it also at 
the later celebrations and began with first Advent 1939.... For 
the General Prayer we use Father Piepkorn’s General Prayer, 
omitting certain paragraphs: We use the following paragraphs: 
“Almighty and most merciful God,....until His coming again. 


“Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father....benefits of His 
Passion. 


“Accept, O Lord, our most high....unto Life Everlasting, and 
the remaining three paragraphs. We commemorate the memory 
of the Saints according to a calendar which Harold Hertzler drew 
MD... .05 

I trust that you and Mrs. Madsen both will be given continued 


strength to carry on the work of the Lord for many years to come. 
In the Name of Jesus, H.O.S., Jr. S. City, Pa., Dec. 19, 1939. 

The need for icligious communities to take up more fields of 
work is felt in many ways, for—to really accomplish anything— 
it does take persons who, in the Name of Christ, will dedicate 
themselves to sc: ve thuse who are unable to pay the high prices 
for help where high salaried officers and workers are employed. 
In such cases charity is liable to expend itself providing for the 
staff while the rezi objects of charity find slight relief. 

We are happy i mention that the Bethphage sisterhood, Axtell, 
Nebr.,....have—in spite of the volume of work at home— found 
it possible toa ‘ta're er the Lutheran Rest-Home at Colorado 
Springs, Colo. ‘they do not limit their work to merely taking 
care of the hems demands which are very great—, —but their 
vision is of am expanding sphere of influence and service. Two 
sisters have a there since the end of April. May God bless 
and prosper this new effort, and may the God of all mercy raise 
up devoted 4@ consecrated persons to give themselves to the 
service in the Kingdom for the sake of the service itself. 


ee 
a 


—— 
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“Cbhen-Cser-ti-the- dines” 
(THE PILGRIM’S REST) 


y) is NOT a Tourist Camp with 

oy / 4 its attending stir and unrest. 

Diy Sa It is a RETREAT HOUSE 
Sa Pr © Me, for religious quiet and 
He aa Ps Christian fellowship. Only 
Raat ; EN aa ra such as come in this spirit 
PT ae x: a eo are welcome. 


It is a RETREAT HOUSE 
for a day, a week, or a 
month for those seeking 
stillness, composure, re- 
newal. 

It is a PILGRIM’S REST 
for those who—tired in the 
daily grind of life—seek a secluded place “to rest a while” at the 
feet of Jesus, there to listen to the Voice of God in Sacrament, 
Contemplation, and Prayer. 


We bid you welcome to Pause, to Meditate, and to Worship. 
May your rest here be refreshing and renewing to 
Body and Soul 

THIS PLACE has been prepared for your convenience and 
comfort, and we ask you to take proper care of it and leave it 
in as good condition as you find it. 

Please protect the Birds, the Trees, and the Flowers. 

Help keep this place clean and sanitary by not throwing around 
garbage of any kind. Put such in the place prepared for it. 

All guests are requested to make their beds in the morning 
and otherwise keep the room as clean and inviting as possible. 

The water supply is ample—BUT we do ask our visitors NOT 


to be wasteful in the use of water as the disposal of water is 
limited. 


The drainage system of waste-water is laid out under the di- 
rection of the State Engineer and is ample for considerate and 


proper use. Use what water you need; but let none run to waste. 
Leave no faucets open. 


_ You are further requested NOT to use electric fixtures of any 
kind without the sanction of the person in charge—neither can 
laundry room be used by visitors except by special permission 
—for our light bill must be kept at a minimum. 

The expenses must be kept low in order that the brother (sis- 
ter) of small means shall not be prevented from enjoying the 
benefit of the Retreat House. 

No charge for hospitality is made—BUT—an offering—a gift 
—to aid in maintaining this wayside shrine and to cover the cost 
of your stay is expected by those in charge. 

(The cost is from 75 cents to a dollar a day.) 


UNA SANCTA 


is published bi-monthly in the interest of persona! devotional life and wor- 
ship. Subscription rate 50c. Office of Publication: Box 2, Evergreen, Colo. 














